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KIDS COUNT RANKS ARIZONA 47TH IN CHILD WELL-BEING 
49th in Preschool Participation 

 
While key economic indicators have been improving for Arizona, key indicators for children’s 
health, education and security continue to rank Arizona at the bottom of the nation, according 
to this year’s KIDS COUNT® Data Book, published by The Annie E. Casey Foundation. 
 
For the second consecutive year, Arizona ranks second worst in the nation on an indicator that 
predicts future educational and economic success: participation in preschool among three and 
four-year-old children. More than two out of three children in Arizona miss this opportunity for 
early education and preparation for school. 
 
“The economy can’t improve and businesses can’t grow high-paying jobs unless Arizona’s 
children learn the skills to fill those jobs,” said Dana Wolfe Naimark, President and CEO of 
Children’s Action Alliance. “By not promoting early childhood education, future generations of 
employees and employers are losing out.”  
 
Substantial research has shown that investing in a quality early education for children, 
especially those who are disadvantaged, is one of the best investments a society can make. 
According to Professor James Heckman, Nobel laureate and Professor of Economics at the 
University of Chicago, the rate of return for investing in early education is 6% to 10% per year. 
 
Arizona ranks 47th overall on the sixteen indicators, just above Nevada, Mississippi, and New 
Mexico.   
 
The economic recovery is bypassing many children in Arizona communities. Home foreclosures 
have been decreasing since 2009 and Arizona has been adding jobs since 2010. But, the child 
poverty rate has increased each year since 2007, and more than a third of children live in a 
household where no parent has full time, year-round employment. 
 
“Children are our nation’s most precious resource, as well as our future leaders, employees, 
citizens and parents,” said Patrick McCarthy, President and CEO of The Annie E. Casey 
Foundation. “The early years of their lives are a critical juncture in their development.  As our 
economic recovery continues, we cannot lose sight of doing whatever it takes to help kids, 
particularly kids in low-income families, reach their full potential — and that includes laying a 
solid foundation from the moment they are born.” 
 

(continued) 



Five-year trends bring some good news for Arizona’s kids. The child and teen death rate 
continues to drop. In 2006 there were 703 child and teen (ages 1 – 19) deaths in Arizona; in 
2010 it was down to 477. High school graduation rates also showed improvement with 75% of 
Arizona high school students graduating in four years in 2009/2010, up from 70% in 2005/2006. 
 
To view how Arizona ranks in all 16 indicators, including the racial disparities for each indicator, 
be sure to visit the newly redesigned KIDS COUNT Data Center 
(http://datacenter.kidscount.org) starting at 12:01 a.m. EDT, June 24, 2013.  
 
Also, follow Children’s Action Alliance on facebook at http://www.facebook.com/azchildren 
and the Annie E. Casey Foundation on facebook at http://www.facebook.com/KIDSCOUNT and 
on Twitter @aeckidscount. 
 

### 
 
The Annie E. Casey Foundation is a private national philanthropy that creates better futures for 
the nation's children by strengthening families, building economic opportunities and 
transforming neighborhoods into safer and healthier places to live, work, and grow. For more 
information, visit www.aecf.org. KIDS COUNT is a registered trademark of the Annie E. Casey 
Foundation. 
 
Children’s Action Alliance is an independent voice for Arizona children at the state capitol and in 
the community. CAA works to improve children’s health, education, and security through 
information and action.  
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How Are Children Doing in Arizona? 
2013 KIDS COUNT 

EMBARGOED UNTIL June 23, 2013, 9:01 P.M. Arizona time 
 

 U.S. 
Rate 

AZ 
Rate 

Previous 

AZ Rank  
New 

AZ Rank 

Overall Rank   46 47 

Percent of children in households that spend 

more than 30% of their income on housing (2011) 
40% 41% 40 37 

Percent of children in poverty (income below 

$22,811 for a family of two adults and two children in 
2011)  

23% 27% 37 42 

Percent of children living in families where no 

parent has full-time, year-round employment 
(2011) 

32% 35% 35 37 

Percent of teens ages 16 to 19 not attending 

school and not working (2011) 
8% 11% 42 42 

Percent of 4th graders who scored below 

proficient reading level (2011) 
68% 74% 45 

 
43 

Percent of 8th graders who scored below 

proficient math level (2011) 
66% 69% 35 

 
34 

Percent of children ages 3 to 4 not attending 

preschool (2009/2011) 
54% 67% 49 

 
49 

Percent of high school students not graduating 

on time (2009/2010) 
22% 25% 40 

 
38 

Child and teen  death rate  
(deaths per 100,000 children ages 1 to 19) (2010) 

26  28  32 
 

30 

Percent low-birth weight babies (2010) 8.1% 7.1% 14 
 

15 

Percent of children without health insurance 
(2011) 7% 13% 47 48 

Percent of teens ages 12 to 17 who abused 

alcohol or drugs in the past year (2010/2011) 
7% 9% 30 

 
44 

Percent of children in families where the 

household head lacks a high school diploma 
(2011) 

15% 18% 46 46 

Percent of children in single-parent families 
(2011) 35% 40% 38 45 

Percent of children living in high-poverty areas 
(census tracts with poverty rates ≥ 30%) (2007-11) 

12% 19% 46 
 

48 

Teen birth rate  
(births per 1,000 females ages 15 to 19) (2010) 

34  42  41 
 

39 

 
#1 is the best state for kids and #50 is the worst.   

For some indicators, a higher rate is better, while for others, a lower rate is better. 

Source:  2013 KIDS COUNT Data Book, The Annie E. Casey Foundation, Baltimore, Maryland 


