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            Trusted Well-Being Data on Children and Young People in the United States

            The Annie E. Casey Foundation's KIDS COUNT® (LA INFANCIA CUENTA™) is a premier source of data on children, youth and families. Find indicators for the nation, states and more.

        

        
            

	Select a U.S. state or territory
	Select Location
Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
District of Columbia
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Puerto Rico
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas
Utah
Vermont
Virgin Islands
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming
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                                [image: ]
                            

                            Demographics

                            To understand the experiences of kids, it is important to recognize their demographic characteristics and those of the communities in which they live. Today, U.S. children and their parents are more racially and ethnically diverse than ever, and the share of children in immigrant families has grown. As a result of systemic barriers, children of color generally experience disproportionately worse health and economic well-being.
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                            Economic Well-Being

                            Family economic success provides a critical foundation for healthy child development, which, in turn, relates to more positive outcomes in adulthood. Ongoing exposure to economic stress and hardship can negatively affect children's physical and mental health, academic achievement and social-emotional well-being.

                        

                    
                    
                        
                            
                                [image: ]
                            

                            Education

                            Establishing the conditions to promote children's educational achievement begins before birth and continues into the elementary school years. With a strong beginning — followed by ongoing quality education, learning environments and support — children are more likely to stay on track in school and graduate, pursue postsecondary education and training and successfully transition to young adulthood. Our country's persistent educational disparities require additional efforts.
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                            Family and Community

                            Children and youth who live in nurturing families and safe, supportive communities generally have stronger personal connections, higher educational achievement and better mental and behavioral health. Parents also need adequate resources to help foster their children's development. Similarly, children and youth are more likely to thrive in neighborhoods with strong schools, support services and opportunities for community engagement.
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                            Health

                            Children's good health is fundamental to their development, and ensuring kids are born healthy is the first step. Children and youth of color and those who face disadvantages such as inadequate family or community resources, exposure to traumatic events or other family stress tend to experience worse health outcomes. Leaders can address these disadvantages and ensure equitable access to quality health insurance and care.
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                            Safety and Risky Behaviors

                            Children and youth thrive when they grow up in safe, supportive environments and have nurturing, committed relationships with parents or other caregivers. Young people involved in the child welfare and juvenile justice systems are at greater risk of long-term problems. Solutions focus on racial equity, strengthening families and communities, and ensuring youth have opportunities for success and lifelong family connections.
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                            COVID-19

                            The COVID-19 pandemic took hold in March 2020 and upended daily life for everyone. Child care centers closed. Schools went virtual. Many people lost work, and the economy convulsed. Children, youth and families became isolated. The health care system buckled, and too many people lost loved ones.
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                            Youth and Young Adults

                            Youth and young adulthood, spanning roughly ages 14 through 24, is a developmental period when the brain is especially open to learning. It’s a time for building capabilities, healing from past trauma and changing course, if needed. Young people need adult support as they develop life skills, establish their identity and relationships, navigate increasing autonomy and transition to adulthood.
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        Since 1990, the KIDS COUNT Data Book Has Ranked States on Child Well-Being

        KIDS COUNT Data Book
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                    The High Cost of Child Care

                    The country’s lack of affordable and accessible child care shortchanges children, costs the American economy billions of dollars a year, stymies women professionally and is pushing families to the breaking point, according to the 2023 KIDS COUNT Data Book.

                

            

        
    






    
        
            Indicators of Interest
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                            Children in Single-Parent Families
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                            People Living in Poverty by Generation

                        
                        
                            [image: Young adult father holds his infant daughter]
                            Young Adults Ages 18 to 24 Who Are Parents

                        
            

        

    





				

			
			 

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    
                    
                    
                        
                            
                        
                    
                
            
            

            
                
                    
                
            
        

        
            
                Subscribe to Casey’s KIDS COUNT Newsletter to Get Our Data, Reports and News in Your Inbox.

                
                    
                        email address
                        
                    

                    
                        Role
                        Select Role
Advocate/Concerned Citizen
Educator/Researcher
Direct Service Provider
Funder
Elected Official/Staff
Public System Manager/Staff
Media
Other


                    

                    Subscribe
                

            

            
                	
                        Data by Location
                    
	
                        Data by Topic
                    
	
                        Disaggregated Data
                    
	
                        About
                    
	
                        Updates
                    


                	
                        Help
                    
	
                        Contact
                    
	
                        The Annie E. Casey Foundation site
                    
	
                        Privacy Statement
                    
	
                        Terms of Use
                    


            

        

        
            
                	
                        
                            
                                
                            
                        
                    
	
                        
                            
                                
                            
                        
                    
	
                        
                            
                                
                                
                                
                            
                        
                    
	
                        
                            
                                
                            
                        
                    
	
                        
                            
                                
                                
                                
                            
                        
                    
	
                        
                            
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                            
                        
                    


            

            © 2024 Annie E. Casey Foundation. All Rights Reserved.

        

    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                
                                
                            
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                            
                        
                    
                    

                    
                        
                            
                        
                    
                

                
                    	
                            Data by Location
                        
	
                            Data by Topic
                        
	
                            Disaggregated Data
                        


                    	
                            About
                        
	
                            Updates
                        
	
                            Help
                        
	
                            Contact
                        


                    	
                            The Annie E. Casey Foundation site
                        
	
                            Privacy Statement
                        
	
                            Terms of Use
                        


                

            

            

            
                
                    Subscribe to Casey’s KIDS COUNT Newsletter to Get Our Data, Reports and News in Your Inbox.

                    
                        
                            
                                email address
                                
                            

                            
                                Role
                                Select Role
Advocate/Concerned Citizen
Educator/Researcher
Direct Service Provider
Funder
Elected Official/Staff
Public System Manager/Staff
Media
Other


                            

                        

                        Subscribe
                    

                

            

        

        
            
                	
                        
                            
                                
                                
                                
                            
                        
                    
	
                        
                            
                                
                                
                                
                            
                        
                    
	
                        
                            
                                
                            
                        
                    
	
                        
                            
                                
                            
                        
                    
	
                        
                            
                                
                            
                        
                    
	
                        
                            
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                            
                        
                    


            

            © 2024 Annie E. Casey Foundation. All Rights Reserved.

        

    

    
        Subscribe to our newsletter to get our data, reports and news in your inbox.

        
            
                
                    
                    Select Role
Advocate/Concerned Citizen
Educator/Researcher
Direct Service Provider
Funder
Elected Official/Staff
Public System Manager/Staff
Media
Other


                

                Subscribe
            

        

        ×
    


		

	


	

	

	





	
